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Why Marion County Won.
The Thmpa Times explaing why

Marion county won the first prize, at
the Fair,

The award of the first premium at
the state fair to Marion county in the
competition of collective exhibits !
due to several causes, very prominent |
among them being the industrial :mcll
commercial character of its very sys-
tematic display. From the mere point
of size and beanty its exhibit in the
main building was inferior to several
others. But it appealed successfully
te the business instinets of the visi-
tors and judges alike. It is the first
connty among those making a show,
to undertake a systematic develop-
ment of its agricultural resources
along those lines which are recogz-
nized the county over as most promo-
tive and productive of wealth—farm
products and live stock.

This is in striet accord with the gos-
pel which the Times has been for
years preaching to the people of this
state. We have here the foundation
for the most prosperous  ¢ommon-
wealth in the union, the climate, soil.
production= and everything that is
essential to the raising and sale of
those farm articles which have the
widest and most prominent market.
Marion county has affirmed and prov-
ed this proposition. andl has shown
that there are people of intelligence
engaged in such production with the
most gratifying degree of success,

Florida has hitherto bheen relying
too muech upon her attractions rather
than her resources, and right here
a diflerence and distinetion  which
this paper wishes every reader to pon-
der. People do ‘not and cannot live
vpon attractions. Bnat
they not only live, hut
late surplus wealth and
are then able to add as
ative features of their
tractions as taste and
Atftractions may only
but resources can he
their full exhaustless
such practical results enrich the
people engaged.  Our attractions do
draw to us many people already fixed.
Our resources draw to us the larger
number who wish to fix themselves.
It need not be stated that the process
of fixing wealth creating, dispen-
sing benefits to everybody. The enjoy-
ment of attractions merely distributes
in much smaller proportions and to
much advantage a wealth that
has already been accumulated.

Let the whole state emulate the ex-
ample of Marion county. Let it be
remembered that in the possession of
these resonrces Marion county not
one whit ahead of the balance of us
only in development and presenta-
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tion of what may be made out of
them. IHereafter the horse and cow|
and hog and sheep and hen will take
precedence in public esteem of the!
beautiful fruits and flowers of our re-|

ion. Corn, potatoes, peas, cassava,

and in short

grass, eabbages, onions
the full list of things to he eaten by
people and fed to stock, will take rank

Lin front of the sweeter and more beau-

tiful, but substantial. produets
of our climate and soil.
Without depreciating in
the wonderful merits of
trees and vines, it is worth while for
all to take note that a new era
has opened for Florida. The pathway
to wealth and power has its initial
point with us. Lt us tread it with
conse and resolution and industry, sure
to arrive at the goal.
e
Florida’s Banner Counties.
The generous contest which has heen
wagzed for the past twelve days at the
Florida State Fair Grounds, for su-
premacy among the great and grow-
ing counties of this glorions State, was
terminated yesterday, when the Board
of Judges in the various departments
of exhibits submitted their reports and
the awards of merit were distributed.
No fairer method of deciding the
contest than that adopted hy the State
IFair Association conld hiave been fol-
lowed. In each of the departments
wis 1 judge of recognized ability, ex-
perience and discernment, a man who
was absolutely impartial bhetween the
counties  competing. I'hese  judges
graded the various counties in  his
special line and the totals were com-
puted at a meeting of all the Commis-
sioners  of  the competing counties
vesterday afternoon. By this method,
the particular excellencies of the va
rions counties were merged into a
ceneral  avemage, amd,  while  one
county’s  exhibit may have excelled
anothep in some special line, it was
the entire exhibit that was cors=idere ]
in judging the general county awards,
while the special awards were based
on the excellence of the county’s ex-
hibit in the particular department.
Marion county has achieved the gen-
eral first award in all lines of exhibit,
anud entitled to prowlly wear the
Ianrels of the Banner County of Flo-
rida until, at least, the next State Fair
shall bring forth another generous
rivalry.  Marion ix entitled to special
merit for its ex-
hibit, no single item bheing ne-
glected  or  slighted in  the dis-
play which it made, under the supervi-
sion of its able Commissioner, Mr. W.
M. Gist. The completeness of the
Marion county exhibit is shown by the
fact that it stood first, with a mark
of 10, in five distinet departments,
agricnlture. cereals, minerals, forestry
and live stock.  Its total number of
points was 82 out of a possible 140,
The succeess of Marion county is large-
Iy due to the wisdom of its Commis.
sioner in his endeavor to make his
exhibit show the resources of the
connty, as they are, rather than seek
mg to exagzerate them by extraneons
c-vznlu-lli.\*hnwms amnd  gaundy  decora-
tions.  To every citizen of this good
county. the Tribune extends its con-
gratulatious on the prowl honor which
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it wears todav—the blue ribbon of
pre-eminent merit in the glorious sis-
terhood of Florida

Hillshorough county, the home-coun-
ty of the Fair, piays a creditable sec-
ond in this harmony of prosperity, and
feels no disgrace that
{ollowed closely at the heels of its en-
terprising  sister. Hil'=borongh has
ereat cause for pride in the splendid
showing which it has made —and it
nust e remembered by those inclined
to feel the pangs of disappointment
that our county wears the red rather
than the blue, that Hillsborongh has
achieved its own share of glory in the
origination and the holding of this
ereat State Fair. This is  honor
erongh for any people.  Iillshorough
holds first place in poultry, manu-
factures and schools, which is no <mall

counties.

istinetion, particularly the latter. Its]

handsome exhibit has been thronged
daily by thousands of visitors, who
have looked with eritical eyes upon
the <howing made of its resources,
and approbation has been as universal
as it has been fervent. Commissioner
I'hil Collins, as the director of the ex-
hibit, the assistants who aided him in
the work, the enterprising County
Commissioners who made the display
possible and every individual who con-
tributed to it deserves the highest
praise.

Good old Polk, which has long been
a neighbor and a friend to our own
county, wears the white ribbon as the
third hest county competing at the
Fair. The big-hearted and big-hodied
Commissioner, Mr. McLean, who has
devoted days and nights for months to
the preparation of the exhibit which
is thus erowned with a conspicions
Iaurel, should feel his heart pulse with
pride today as he realizes the resulis
of his Iabors and every citizen of
this good county should join with him
in these gratifying sentiments. While
Polk was first in none of the depart-

ments it was near the head in all :lllall

its general average easily entitled it to
the third prize. its booth was one of
the handsomest ever shown at the Fair
and it attracted the attention which
it richly deserved from all who enter-
ed the inviting portals of the big Main
Building.

Manatee, the blue-ribbon winnet of
last year, need yield pre-eminence to
none of it:
ance and the general symmetry ot its
display this year. While Manatee's
exhibit did not embrace all the depart-
ments, it was superior in many of
them, and the brilliancy of its display
made up in special lines what it lackel
in  comprehensiveness. It was the
vegetable prize-winner, which in itself
is an honor not to he despized. When
the visitor to the Fair recounts the
impressions  which linger with him
as he goes to his home, Manatee will
suffer nothing in comparison with its
sister counties, Its fame far and
wide and its name a synonym for cli-
matiec charm and rich productiveness,
Mr. Parrish, the Commissioner, and
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competitors in the appear-|

| his assistants, need not feel ashamed
| to flaunt the yellow ribbon, which is
’un-hh-rr:ni«- of the golden fruit for
| which their county is known in all
states and counties,
Alachwva, fifth in

| frst in cotton, second

general exhibit—
in agriculture

i 2 ave |
it should have I’:mcl live stock. and pear to the top in

other lines, takes the fifth prize easily
| and, in sueh a competition, where ev-
ery produet of the soil was entered
in the endeavor for high honors, the
rich county which is to be the main
seat of learning of Florida, has no rea-
on to hang its head in shame. Major
Tench made a showing that could not
have Leen excellesl with the resources
placed at his disposal and he has done
much for the future progress and pros-
perity of the people he represented.
Alachva will derive bheneifits from its
[ participation in the Fair greater than
any that goes with the winning of rib-
[ hons and purses.
l.ee county =hould feel pardonable
| pride in bheing enabled to herald itself
[ in future as the “Banner Citrus Fruit
| County of Florida.” In a state in
which the enlture of eitrus fruit is a
| leading industry. an industry to which
the very hest efforts of skilled experts
are devoted, it is a high honor to be
acclaimed first in citrus fruit growing.
I.ee’s exhibit at the State Fair inelud-
ed produets of this nature that no
other county in the state could show.
No such diversified and at the same
time, generally excellent exhibit of
froit, was ever made in the United
States, and Lee’s distinetion as first
in citrus fruits in Florida means, in
fact, first in the United States, for
| Florida i+ first of all the states of
| the Union in this industry. Commis-
| <*orer Philip Isaacs may bear home
| to his people a badge of honor that
[cannot he disconnted and that is, in
}.\unm respects, to be preferred even to
"the blue ribbon, as it is the badge of
h-m- eminence  in a  pre-eminent  in-
| dustry.
Nor must we omit to say that there
| %= po reason for <disappeointment on
| the part of the other counties which,
| althoreh they failed to bear away one
of the major honors of the Fair,
| achieved. in particular lines awards of
| merit which should be appreciated.
Orange, second in citrns froits and
poultry: Osceola, standing high in cit-
rus  fruits, vegetables, cereals, live
stock, industrial schools: Lake, which
proved a close rival in agrienlture.
whose minerals won special  com-
| mendation: Baker, vghich was
cereals  and  manufactures; Citrus,
award-l first prize in horticu ture,
showing a display of growing fruit
trees, eut Howers, ete., that eould not
he excelled:; Pasco. which scored
heavily with its tohacco and horti-
evitnre:  Washington, winning third
place with its ecotton: Gadsden, prize-
winner in tobacco-growing: all these
zood counties put their hest feet fore-
most in the race and are not without
honor among the counties of Florida.
Inteed. the Tribune wishes to impress
especially the fact that no county




